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CERTIFICATE OF MAILING 

Deposit Date: July 15,2003 

I certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the United States Postal Service with sufficient postage 
for first class mail service, under 37 C.F.R. §1 .8, on the date indicated above/&ic^essed to/^ssist#u Commissioner for 
Patents, Washington, DC 20231. 



Assistant Commissioner for Patents 




Washington, DC 20231 *Q *S <§\ 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 
35 U.S.C. §6; 37 C.F.R. §§1.56, 1.97 and 1.98 



Applicants bring to the attention of the United States Patent and Trademark Office the 
references listed on the attached appendix and on the attached Form PTO-1449. Unless otherwise 
indicated, one copy of each reference is attached. The Applicants respectfully request that this 
information submitted be considered during the prosecution of this Application and that the 
references be made of record and appear among the "References Cited" on any patent that may issue 
from the above-identified Application. 

This Information Disclosure Statement is filed more than three months after the U.S. filing 
date AND after the mailing date of the first Office Action on the merits, but before the mailing date 
of a Final Rejection or Notice of Allowance. 

Applicants certify that each item of information contained in this Information Disclosure 
Statement was cited in a communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign 
Application not more than three months prior to the filing of this Information Disclosure Statement. 



1/3 



Under 37 C.RR. §1.97(e)(l), no fee is due. 

No significance should be drawn from markings occurring on the documents submitted 
herewith. 

This paper was filed within the shortened statutorily-prescribed time limit, thus no fees are 
owing. If filing this paper or any accompanying papers necessitates additional fees not otherwise 
provided for, please contact the undersigned immediately. 

Respectfully Submitte 











WiliiamN 







5440 3 1 st Street, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20015 
202/686-6084 



Registration No. 40,521 



2/3 



1 25© g. 



APPENDIX 



FR 2,769,850, published April 23, 1999, in France; 
DE 3,537,367, published April 23, 1987, in Germany; 
DT 2,617,364, published November 3, 1977, in Germany. 
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